[Arterial calcifications of the hand: normal aging and the course in chronic dialysis patients].
Normally, arterial calcifications in the hand progress from proximal to distal and do not reach the fingers by the 8th decade. In patients on maintenance dialysis arterial calcifications begin earlier and do not progress with age. The most severe arterial calcifications occur in patients with renal failure caused by diabetic nephropathy. Prognostically arterial calcifications in the finger-metacarpal region are an unfavourable sign.